Dragon's Fire

The Newsletter of the Welsh Correspondence Chess Federation

Welcome to Dragon’s Fire

. As I write this the final preparations are taking place
for the ICCF Congress, taking part in Cardiff between

! * the 17th and 21st of August 2015. Huge amounts of

| work have taken place (especially by Austin) to plan
\if;?\\l_”t" °dUCti°':",;/-"" and prepare for this prestigious Event.

If you are around why not drop in? It’s a great chance to see the inner
workings of the ICCF on show and put “some faces to names”!

We are privileged to have 3 former World Champions attending Congress
so it would be worth the visit!

Details are at https://congress2015.welsheef.org.uk/

There are quite a few details to cover in this edition so enjoy a good read!

Thank-you to all those who
have signed up to the
“Friendlies Team”:

recruiting Nnow.

Russell Sherwood, Ian Jones, Helen Sherwood, Gareth Yeo, Adam Davies,
Dale Canon, David Guy, Alex Sherwood, Vaughan Thomas, Bill Flew,
Marc Wakeham, Arthur Wilding, Malcom Chugg, Phillip Dean, Aytac
Yuce, Margaret Baron—it makes it great knowing that we have a backbone
of a team readily available!

I have a number of Friendly matches in preparation for next season and
hope to add to this list during Congress!

http://www.welshccf.org.uk/
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Helen Sherwood, British Ladies Champion 2014-2015

https://www.iccf.com/event?id=48188

Games are still in play but Helen has been crowned at British Ladies Champion.
Here is one of the games.......

Sherwood,Helen (1957) - Craven,Dr. Valerie (2022)

GB/LC2014/5 (ENG) ICCF, 15.10.2014

[B8o: Sicilian Scheveningen: 6 g3 and 6 Be3, including English Attack]

1.e4 c5 2.Nf3 d6 3.d4 cxd4 4.Nxd4 Nf6 5.Nc3 a6 6.Be3 €6 7.f3 b5 8.Qd2 Nbd7 9.g4 h6 10.0—0—
0 bg 11.Nce2 Qc7 12.hg d5 13.g5 hxg5 14.exd5 Nxd5 15.Bxg5 N7f6 16.Nf4 Bd6 17.Nxd5 Nxd5
18.Bd3N I wanted to avoid Kb1 and move the game into virgin territory!

[18.Kb1 Rb8 (18...Bb7 19.Qe1 Bey 20.Bh3 Bxgs 21.hxgs Nf4 22.g6 0—0—0 23.9xf7 Qxf7 24.Qxb4 Nxh3
25.Qc5+ Kb8 26.Rxh3 Qd7 27.Rxh8 Rxh8 28.Qe5+ Ka8 29.Kci Rc8 30.Rd3 Qa4 31.Kb1 Rh8 32.b3 Qa3
33.Rd1 Radjabov,T (2717)-Sasikiran,K (2680) Bilbao 2014 CBM 163 [Havasi,G] 1—-0 (42)) 19.Qe1 Kf8
20.Bh3 Bd7 21.Qe4 Bes 22.Rhe1 Bxd4 23.Qxd4 Re8 24.Ka1 Qcs 25.Qe4 Re8 26.Rg1 a5 27.Qg4 a4 28.Bf4
Nxf4 29.Qxf4 e5 30.Qg3 Bxh3 31.Qxh3 a3 32.Qg4 gb Hevia Alejano, C (2493)-Gomez Garrido,C (2527) Bo-
gota 2014 0—1 (39)]

18...Bb7 19.Be4 Rc8 20.Kb1 Bes 21.Rhe1 Kf8? I was expecting 21...0-0 here and was surprised by this
move which does not “feel right”, losing the ability to castle and keeping the g8 rook out of the game.

22.f4+ Threatening to win material
22...Bd6?? [further deteriorates the position]
[2...Bxdg 23.Qxd4 f5 is a better]

23.f5+— b3 24.fxe6 Bbg 25.Qf2 bxa2+ [25...Bxe1 26.Rxe1 (26.Qxe1?! f6 27.Bd2 Qe5 28.axb3 Qxe4
29.0Qxeq4 Nc3+ 30.bxc3 Bxeq=) 26...bxa2+ 27.Ka1+—]

26.Ka1 Bxe1 27.Rxe1 f6 [27...Re8 does not help 28.Bgb6 {6 29.e7+ Rxe7 30.Ne6+ Rxeb 31.Rxe6+—]
28.Bxd5 Bxds5 29.Bxf6! Mating attack

29...Kg8 [29...gxf6 30.Qxf6+ Mate attack]

30.e7 Bf7 31.Bxg7! [31...Rh5 [31...Kxg7 32.Rg1+ Mate attack; ...31...-- 32.Bxh8 Wins material]

32.Rg1 1-0 [32.Rg1 Qxe7 33.Bf6+ Kf8 34.Bxe7+ Kxe7 35.Re1+ Kf8 36.Ne6+ Ke7 37.Ng5+ Kd6 38.Qb6+
Kd7 39.Nxf7 Rh6 40.Ne5+ Ke7 41.Ng6+ Kf7 42.Re7+ Kg8 43.Qe6#]

In an outstanding year Helen has also achieved a LIM Norm in the Ladies World Championship Semi-Final
and is well on the way to completing the required 2nd norm for the Title, sadly not early
enough for the Cardiff Congress!

http://www.welshccf.org.uk/ 2



Dragon's Fire

The Newsletter of the Welsh Correspondence Chess Federation

Mug Shots A recent feature of the ICCF server is to allow players to upload an
Photo

Mine can be seen at https://www.icef.com/player?id=810161

I encourage you to upload yours as well. To make it more interesting ICCF are
running a competition at https://www.iccf.com/message?message=750

So why not give it a go? It has already been interesting “seeing” some of you for
the first time!

Welsh Title Awards

During this year’s AGM it was decided to create a number of WCCF
Titles and we are now in a position to announce the First recipients:

Welsh Correspondence Chess Master

Austin Lockwood
Anthony Balshaw
John Claridge

Welsh Correspondence Chess Expert

Austin Lockwood
Anthony Balshaw
John Claridge

Mark Adams

Phillip Dean

David Owen Vaughan
John L Williams
Russell Sherwood
Glyn Sinnett

Welsh Correspondence Chess President’s List
Malcom Chugg

Ian Jones

Russell Sherwood

Marc Wakeham

Congratulations to All. Certificates will be made available in the next few weeks. Norms for these titles will be
show in the “Norms” section of Dragon’s Fire and, in the near future, on the website.

http://www.welshccf.org.uk/ 3


https://www.iccf.com/player?id=810161

Dragon's Fire

The Newsletter of the Welsh Correspondence Chess Federation

Friendly
Matches

Our largest Friendly to date has a kicked off on the 28th of May

FRA-WLS 2015, Wales - France 2015

— o e ~“*_ Despite a slow start we are still
— E = it —~_ well on out way to beating our
Boa Hele 2143 Ronat, Olivie 233

“expected score” of 16.7.

n. P > i Homske. Markus =" Well Done to John Claridge on
 Martyn 3 IV, et scoring our first win!

= ik Evans, Nichola 9 2168
Boarg 15 1976 2147
1 1800 2138

1800 203

8 80 2066
Boars 15 1800 1 2066

& Thoma 80 2004
2 ok Denham, Colin 800 364
Board 23; @& Richarris, Michas 1800° 1 |1 1941
- 24 ok Davies atha 1800 1532
s Colling, Eleanor 800 a4
Board 26 Wik Baron, Margaret 1740 g74
Board 2 ok Guy, David T 1701 0 : 1 1744
ik Fleyy, B 847 £98

http://www.welshccf.org.uk/ 4
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CZE-WLS 2015, Czech Republic-Wales

Board 1 2364 2313
3 233 29413
2 2331 2313
2 = 2997
3 2225 232
£ 938 2214 2143
Board 5 b LIM Kubikova, Hanz 2152 2143

Board & e L3tal, Frantidel 2136
Board 7 b Portych, Vacla 2109
Board 8 b Cakl, Miloslay 2076
Board 9 b DoleZal, Petr
Board 10 b Berko, Micha 2050
Board 11 bt Benat, Jif 2015
Board 12 s Skula, Jindfich 2011

Board 13 b NoZiZka, Viadislay 1978 draw | 972
Board 14 e Hiavaiek, Ladislay 195¢ 1800°

Board 15 e Horak, Jarosls 194 1800°

Board 16 b Volf, Micha 1941
Board 17  lem Ohara, Drahomir 1932
Board 18 b Brunclik, Viadim 1928 Ml Cannon, Dale 1800°
Board 19  lww Chlubna, Josef 1821 Ml Sherwood, Alexander

16800°
Board 20 e Krett, Viadimir 1806 Ml Sherwood, Alexander 1800°

BRoard 21 e Malar, Jogef 1 1 Ml Richards, Michael 1800°

Board 22 e Bubenicek, Miloslay 1767 Wil Richards, Michas 1800°

Board 23 b Dojéinovic, Mirostay 1704 D | 1 Ml Denham, Cofin 1800°

1610 1 1 Ml Waksham, Marc R 1503
1587 Ml Wilding, Arthu 1456

w
w

(4]

| Early Days yet but good progress towards out expected score of 25/56. Well Done
to Gareth Yeo and Colin Denham on scoring wins already! I know lots of our
games go well here so looking good!

http://www.welshccf.org.uk/ 5
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A really treat of a Friendly Match this one! Our opponents are fielding a number of
OTB players, including 3 GM’s and am IM.!!

An excellent set of results for us, we have already beaten our expected score of
16.4/44!

IND-WLS 2015, Wales - India 2015

Nales E E India

Board 1 M Lockwood, Austin 2372 - 2 | 4 5 jeia Gupta, Abhijeet 2629"
Board 2 Mk Sherwood, Russell 2313 ks Sethuraman, S, P 2634"
Board 3 i Adams, Mark 2284 bt Das, Arghyadip 24597
Board ¢ & Claridge, John B. 2232 bt Sengupta, Deep 2576

Board 5 M Sherwood, Helen 2143 | v | . . | v |&= Prakash, Om 2338
Board 6 4 Dean, Philip 2135 bt Saxena, Alol 2258
Board 7 & Jones, Ian 211 i Chatterjee, Dr. Ambar 2254
Board 8 & Jones, Ian 2110 L Akkaraju, Sailesh Chandra 217

Board 8l Yuce, Aytac 2081 1 1 o 0 &= Mohanakrishnan, B, 2133
Board 10 4 Bevan, Peter M, 2001 0 0 1 1 |ka Trivedi, Kalapi B, 2115
Board 11 & Veo, Gareth 1984 | 1 1 0 0 |&= Khan, Shams 2091
Board 12 & Robertshaw, Dr. Andrew M, 1972 i X - . k&= Gupta, Vibhor 2065
Board 13 dd Slupski, Mark 1905 | v () 1 Yo |k Gupta, Aniruddha Dutta 1910
Board 14 Mk Davies, Adam 18007 | 1F of | Viiayan, Dhanesh 1671

’

, Adam
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0 D ja= Dutt, Bulusu Someswara 1538

Board 16 & Evans, Nicholas 19607 jie Dutta, Amit 1800°
Board 17 u Cannon, Dale 18007 | 1% | 1F | of | of |== Das, Saurabh 1800°
Board 18 d#k Sherwood, Alexander 18007 | . e | % . = Agrawal, Rakesh 1942
Board 19 i Guy, David T. 1701 | + | . | . | 0 [=Krishna, Pandava 1800°
Board 20 & Wakeham, Marc R. 1503 | 15 | 1 | 0F | of = Shetty, Karthik 1800°
Board 21 Mk Wilding, Arthur 1456 | 0 [ o [ 1 | 1 o= Atteri Rajasekhar 1800°
Board 22 Chugg, Malcalm 1414 | 1F | 1€ | of | of |&= Bhattacharyya, Anindya  31g00°

Total: 16.5 7.5

For those players who do not play our in our Friendlies—remember they Free and are great fun to play in!

W

http://www.welshecf.org.uk/ 6
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FIN-WLS 2015, Finland - Wales 2015

Board 1 = IM Raivio, Pertti 2393 | % 5 R Y= | Sherwood, Russell 2310
Board 2 ¥~ Teerizho, Tuomo 2351 | % Y| % Yz & Sherwood, Russell 231
Board 3 = Laine, Jari 2267 . : . . | Claridge, John B, 2225

Board 4 = Lehtinen, Pentti 2258 ; . . . & Daan, Philip 2052

Board 5 = Mujunen, Martti 2242 | V= | Y= | %2 | Y= pkJones, Ian 2083
Board 6 = Kuosmanen, Kari 2232 1 D | Yice, Aytag 2071

Board 7 = Heilalz, Tapio 2204 | % 1 D Y= | Sherwood, Helen 203

oard 8 = Tocklin, Tomi 2196 | ¥ 2| %2 | ¥= )& Sherwood, Helen 2035
Board 9 =~ Pesonen, Sakari 2189 Clough, Fred 2032

Board 11 = IM Huuskonen, Matti 2148 | . . Ya ¥eo, Gareth 19607
Board 12 Salonen, Jukka 2140 | © C 1 1 | Yeo, Gareth 1960
Board 13+~ Ruokokoski, Hannes 2139 | 1 | 1f | © O & Evans, Nicholas 19617
Board 14 == Koskinen, Pertti 2114 . . | Davies, Adam 18007
Board 15 <= Varonen, Mauri 2073 . N . . Cannon, Dale 1800°
Board 16 = Varonen, Hannu 2019 | % . . = |l Sherwood, Alexander 1800°
Board 17+ Satosuo, Raimo 2008 | 1 1| 0 | o pThomas,V 1800°
Board 18 = Laine, Erkki 1990 | 1 1 0 0 )& Bzron, Margaret 1769
Board 19 <= Saharinen, Petri 1945 1 1 D O )& Guy, David T. 1691
Board 20 = Salminen, Jussi 1927 1 1 () 0O )& Guy, David 7. 16591
Board 21 = Pihlsjamaki, Jaakko J. 1756 | 1 0 1 D )i Flew, Bill 1688
Board 22 = Karpoff, Kari 1703 0 C 1 1 & Wakeham, Marc R, 1530
Board 23 = Heino, Jari 1602 | 1 1 D 0 )i Chugg, Malcalm 1455
Board 24 <= R3isanen, Timo 1246 | O 1 C 1 | Wilding, Arthur 1467
Board 25 = Arppi, Merja 1863 1 1 0 0 |4 Richards, Michael 1800°
Board 26 ¥ Ahonen, Markku Olavi 1800° 1 1 0 0 |4 Richards, Michael 1800°

Our expected score in this event is 15/52—so we are well on the way to beat-
ing this—also when I look at the open games I see quite a few more points
coming our way! Well Done to Bill Flew, Marc Wakeham , Gareth Yeo and
Arthur Wilding on recording wins!

http://www.welshccf.org.uk/ 7
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WLS-SchM 2015, Wales v Scheming Mind 2015

Board 1 ol Sherwood, Russzell 2310 | © 2| % 1 [l Mercader Martinez, Juan Gustavo 2374
ioard 2 oM Sherwood, Russell 2310 [ 1% || | » | Reyes Maldonado, César Jesus 2329
Board 3 & Dean, Philip 209+ | . . . . [l Pinchon, Frangois 2315
Board 4 &Mk Dean, Philip 2094 1 = | V2 0 = SIM Vivante-Sowter, John 2312
Board 5 ol Jones, Ian 2083 | = | v= | ¥= | ¥= == Elburg, John 2298
ioard 6 oMl Yice, Aytag 2071 : : ¥ Laine, Jari 2267
oard 7 4k Sherwood, Helen 2035 2 2 4+ Hollands, George 2217
Board Bk Sherwood, Helen 2035 | ¥ 2 Va Yz Pl Cousins, Robe 2207
Board 9 o Clough, Fred 2032 2 ¥a:| W& = 3 Duchardt, Alexandre 221
Board 10 o Yeo, Gareth 19607 | 1 I 0 [== Farkas, Lajos 2173
Board 11 ¢ Yeo, Gareth 19607 | 1 2 > | 0 E&Kjeldsen, Karsten 2118
Board 12 4 Evans, Nicholas 19617 | O ; . 1 |24 Price, Derek 2091
Board 13 ##k Davies, Adam 18007 | . ta | & . |Bl Parente, Antonic 2076
Board 14 o Cannon, Dale 18007 | = | %= | %= | & [=Turdczi; Péter 2076
Board 15 ¢ Sherwood, Alexander 5gggf 1 1 0 D M~ Grummitt, William 1955
Board 16 o Thomas, V. 18007 | 1F | 1¥ | of | of E= Ikonomopoulos, Ilias 1911
Board 17 o Baron, Margaret 1769 | 15 | ©ofF | 1 = Hamer, John 1934
Board 18 & Guy, David T. 1691 1 ¥} . jum Drug, Michal 1806
Board 19 & Flew, Bill 1688 | 0 | 0 | 1 | 1 [ Waller, Anthony 1800°
Board 20 &k Wakeham, Marc R, 153 0 0 1 1 |Si Huff, David C. 1765
Board 21 ok Chugg, Malcolm 1485 | O 0 1 1 = Holt, Frank 1644
loard 22 &M Wilding, Arthur 1467 | 1E E| of E Claxton, Tom 1612

_.‘
o
o
Q_l
[
0
L4 | 'Y
(=
()]
L0 N

A close event, we have already smashed out expected 13.5/44.

scauecesrvess - Well Done to Gareth Yeo, David Guy, Phillip Dean, Alexander Sherwood, Vaughan
18 ,a»uw‘ Thomas and Arthur Wilding on recording wins!

nAAs

e i~ A really close end beckons but I expect us to edge this!

http://www.welshecf.org.uk/ 8
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GER-WLS 2015, Wales - Germany 2015

2310 ™8 Rohs, Rudolf 2310
231 Zelas Andreas 2306
2264 ™ Schunck, Franz 2260
2094 ™8 Schmidt, Torsten (Jessnitz 2155
2083 I Hoxter, Heinric -
e 6 M Jones, Tan 2 : ™ Petzald, Gunte 2084
el B e 207 I8 \Wimmer, Ralp 2073
Coarc 8 & Sherwood, Helen 2033 : ™ Klug, C an 2048
B i She Heler 2033 ™ IM Tra arhard 201¢
{ {1 10 4% Robe aw, Dr. A “ 92 ’--wn ma L )@ aga

n
e
o
"~

o

-
UL

n
4
o
w

1651 Lange e 1800
1691 Breuer, Fa 1800
1800" 1 echiendurg ange Norgang 1800
1800 nelm, Robert 1800
1688 1 5= Raine 1765

m
I
i
'
o
w
D

UHHHEE
a
i

Plenty still to play for—our Target of 21.5/50 still looks possible, although
now a stretch!

Well Done to Helen Sherwood, Dale Cannon and Alex Sherwood in record-
ing Wins!

http://www.welshccf.org.uk/ 9
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SCO-WLS 2015, Scotland - Wales

Board 1 B3 IM Mackintosh, 1ain 2437 | ¥ a | ¥ V2 | Sherwood, Russell 231
Board 2 =4 Paine, Dr. Kavin 2297 . . : . |4 Dean, Philip 2094
Board 3 Ed Lloyd, Geoffrey 2263 | Y= | V= | V= | Y= )& Jones, 1an 2083
Board & =4 IM Pyrich, George D 2168 halls ' Oce, Aytac 2071
Board 5 14 Campbell, Ecin S, 2147 : 2 | %= > i Sherwood, Helen 2035
Board 6 =3 Stewart, Dr. Kenneth W. C, 2095 % | % i Bevan, Peter M 2040’
Board 7 =H Price, Dersk 2091 Bl Vv M Robertshaw, Dr, Andrew M, 1921
Board B8 =4 Burridge, Raymond John 1986 2 2 2 2 |l Yeo, Gareth 19607
Board 9 123 Goodwin, Brian J. 1952 | 0 | O | 1 1 i Davies, Adam 18007
Board 10 =¥ Coope, Derek William 1912 0| 1 4 Cannon, Dale 1800°
Board 11 B3 MacGregor, Colin A 1883 | 1 1 0 0 | Evans, Nicholas 1874f
Board 12 =4 Armstrong, Alan 1882 0 1 pl Cannon, Dale 1800°
Board 13 124 Campbell, Iain S. 1824 | 1 Va | Y2 0 )& Baron, Margaret 1769
Board 14 14 Gilbert, Robert 1813 1 0 1 0O )& Guy, David T, 1691
card 15 ¥ MacMillen, Andrew N 1739 | 0 | 0| 1 1 | Sherwood, Alexander 1800°

Board 16 IS Dempster, Dave 1753 1 1 0 0 |a& Flew, Bill 1688

Board 17 =4 Carswell, David 163= 1 1 C 0 )& Wzkeham, Marc R 1530
Board 18 S Moir, Patrick 1618 1 Bl % 0 )& Wilding, Arthur 1467
loard 19 Ed Armstrong, John M, 1599 1 1 0 C )& Chugg, Malcolm 1485
Board 20 M McKinstry, John 1568 | 0 | 0 | 1 | 1 MM Thomas, V. 1800°

Our pre-event target of 15/40 has been reached and this event looks to go
down to the last game!

Well Done to David Guy , Alex Sherwood, Dale Cannon, Adam Davies and
Vaughan Thomas on recording wins!

http://www.welshccf.org.uk/ 10
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WLS-NSW 2015, Wales - New South Wales 2015

Board 1 &M Sherwood, Russell 2310 0 1w % 1 J& SIM Kerr, Stephen 2470
Board 2 & Sherwood, Russell 2310 | v “a | Y v= |l Willow, Dr. Max 2278

2092 . | % . B Gross, M. C. 2179

m
)
o
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r
"
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Board £  dk Jones, Ian 2083 = 3 ¥a Y= B Thew, Brian W. 2164
Board 5 Jones, Ian 2083 1 s 3 0 J&H Jones, Brian 2157
Board 6 4 Yiice, Aytac 2071 Plew, Jeffrey 2039"
Board 7 ok Sherwood, Helen 2035 1 1 0 0 | Garland, Norman 2093

Board 9 &M Sherwood, Helen 2035 | & 0 1 a2 Lane, Nancy 2007
Board 10 & Robertshaw, Dr. Andraw M 1921 | Y= | 2 | Y= | ¥= @ Hough, Greg 2000
Board 11 4 Yeo, Gareth 19607 | 1 “l|l¥%|o Ramsden, Jim E. 1984
Board 12 ok Davies, Adam 18007 1 1 0 o Williams, 3, M. P 1800°
Board 13 df Cannon, Dale 18007 | 1 1 0 0 Brodie, Peter 1912
Board 14 @Ml Evans, Nicholas 18747 | of | = | ¥= | 1F B Wilson, Gregory 1882
Board 15 o Cannon, Dale 1800 1 1 0 ( Groenhout, Ron 1810
Board 16 ok Baron, Margaret 1769 o 5 1 arsons, Colin 1773
Board 17 @M Guy, David T 1691 | 1 1 0 0 )&l Chen, Song 1645
Board 18« Guy, David T. 1691 0 D 1 1 B Wilkes, Adam 1814
Board 19 ¢ Sherwood, Alexander 1800° 1 1 0 0 williams, J. M. P. 1800°
Board 20 dél Flew, Bil 1688 | 1 | 1 | 0o | o | Walters, Theresa 1800F
Board 21 &M Wakeham, Marc R. 1530 | f 0| 1 1 White, Christopher  1ggp*
Board 22 4 Wilding, Arthur 1467 | 1F | 1F | of | of JE Clayton, Graham 1624
Board 23 ik Chugg, Malcolm 14935 o 0 1 1 Walters, Brenden 1496
Board 24 &k Thomas, V. 1800° 1 1 0 0O B Hunt, Joshua 1461

Our ratings expectation for this event was 21/48 which we
have already beaten!!

A great result for us!

Well Done to Helen Sherwood, Gareth Yeo, Adam Davies,
Dale Cannon, David Guy, Ian Jones, Alexander Sherwood, Bill
Flew, Arthur Wilding and Vaughan Thomas on recording
wins!

http://www.welshccf.org.uk/ 11
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POL-WLS 2014, Wales-Poland 2014

1 o Balzhaw, Anthony 2368 | V= Yz jum GM Pierzak, Rafzel 2508

2 % Sherwood, Russell 2270 | = D 1 V> e Mirkowski, Piotr 2286
Board 3 d Sherwood, Russell 2270 | 1 1 | ¥ O jem Sodomski, Andrze; 2253
Board £ 4 Jones, Ian 2073 | & x| %= | Y= )em Pazderski, Ludwik 224
Board 5 o Jones, Ian 2073 | V& 3 2 Vs e Krygier, Ireneusz 2227
Board 6 M YUce, Aytac 2071 bos SIM Lubas, Jozef 2197
Board 7 ol Yice, Aytac 2071 b Wydornik, Robert 2188
Board 8 &M Clough, Frad 2028 | & x| ¥= | Y= Jsm Kolanek, Roman 2169
Board 9 &k Yeo, Gareth 1960 2 2 Stepaniec, Ltukasz 2135
Board 10 4 Sherwood, Helen 1857 1 = 2 O ) Wilczek, Ryszard 2123
Board 11 &M Shenrwood, Helen 1957 | - 2 | & Y2 e Kulakiswicz, Mariusz 2096
Board 12 i Wilson, Mark 1800° | O | 1 1 jum Szerlak, Andrzej 2068
Board 13 &k Mears, Paul 18007 | © 0 1 1 jum Korchut, Adam 2059
Board 14 &M Davies, Adam 1800° | 1 0 s Purzycki, Jan 2039
Board 15 & Baron, Margaret 1765 0 1 b L ukasiewicz, Przemysiaw 1909
Board 16 &Mk Guy, David T, 1733 0 { 1 1 |Jem Domaraczenko, Krzysztof 1866
Board 17 i Flew, Bill 1660 | Y= | O | 1 | %= |jumKrol, Piotr 1825
Board 18  d Wakeham, Marc R, 1586 | © | 0 | 1 | 1 pemSzymanski, Pawel 1800°
Board 19 4 Chugg, Malcolm 1510 | © 0 1 1 Glowinski, Daniel 1780
Board 20 Mk Chugg, Malcolm 1510 | O | ¢ 1 1 jmm Herman, Monika 18007
Board 21 M Wilding, Arthur 1453 | ¢ | 0| 1 1 Szopa, Janusz 18007

-
o
r
NN

Our Ratings expectation for this event was 12/42—which we will
probably just exceed on current performance—Well Done to Adam
Davies, Helen Sherwood and Russell herwood on recording a wins
in this tough event!

http://www.welshccf.org.uk/ 12
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VEN-WLS 2014, Wales v Venezuela 2014

Board 1 o Sherwood, Russell 2245 | v Ya Ya Ya
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Alejos, Pedro Alejandro 2006
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Board 11 o Guy, David T. 1741 C 0 1
ioard 12 o Flew, Bill 1654 1 1 0
Board 13 & Wakeham, Marc R, 1600 | O 0 1
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Board 14 4 Chugg, Malcolm cio, Arcenio 1653
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Well done to Paul Meara, Gareth Yeo, Adam Davies and Bill Flew on
recording wins. By rating we were expected to score 10/28—so this tar-
get was met.

This match was a rematch following a draw in 2013. I will be looking
for a re-match to the rematch later this year!

The Venezuelans are a highly active Friendly Match playing nation and one who I am sure we will con-
tinue to lock horns with on a regular basis!

http://www.welshccf.org.uk/ 13
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Friendly Matches—Summary

Start Boards Weblink or Against Open
3 [Wales Peru Oct-12 13 http://www.iccf.com/EventCrossTable.aspx?id=31327 15.5 10.5 0
4 (Wales Sweden Nov-12 9 http://www.iccf.com/EventCrossTable.aspx?id=32242 35 145 0
5 [Wales Netherlands Apr-13 19 http://www.iccf.com/EventCrossTable.aspx?id=36206 16.5 21.5 0
6 [Wales Spain Jun-13 15 http://www.iccf.com/EventCrossTable.aspx?id=37811 11.5 18.5 0
7 [Wales Venuzuela Aug-13 6 http://www.iccf.com/EventCrossTable.aspx?id=39352 6 6 0
8 |Wales Latvia Sep-13 10 http://www.iccf.com/EventCrossTable.aspx?id=39577 6 14 0 So
9 [Wales USA Dec-13 21 [http://www.iccf.com/EventCrossTable.aspx?id=40945 20 22 0 we
11|Wales Ireland May-14 5 http://www.iccf.com/event?id=43701 4 6 0
15|Wales Venuzuela Aug-14 14 http://www.iccf.com/EventCrossTable.aspx?id=45168 10 17 1
16 |Wales Poland Nov-14 21 https://www.iccf.com/event?id=48874 10 24 8
17|Wales NSW Jan-15 24 https://www.iccf.com/event?id=49791 26.5 17.5 4
18|Wales Scotland Jan-15 20 https://www.iccf.com/event?id=49879 15 17 8
19 |Wales Germany Jan-15 25 https://www.iccf.com/event?id=50105 16 27 7
20|Wales Scheming Mind Feb-15 22 https://www.iccf.com/event?id=50274 19 16 9
21|Wales Finland Feb-15 26 https://www.iccf.com/event?id=50523 11.5 25.5 15
22 |Wales India Apr-15 22 https://www.iccf.com/event?id=52532 16.5 7.5 20
24 |Wales Czech Rep May-15 28 https://www.iccf.com/event?id=52981 3.5 6.5 46
25|Wales France May-15 30 https://www.iccf.com/event?id=53173 4.5 14.5 41
10|ROE Germany Mar-14 7 http://www.iccf.com/event?id=42350 5.5 8.5 0
23|ROE Italy Mar-14 3 https://www.iccf.com/event?id=51661 2 2 2

now sit having played 20 Friendly matches since October 2012—making us (for our size) one of most ac-
tive Friendly playing nations. At the moment I am planning a number of new events for next season.

International Matches—Summary

Start Boards Weblink For Against Open
1 |Olympiad 20 Preminaries 54 http://www.iccf.com/EventCrossTable.aspx?id=32204 24.5 29.5 0
2 |2nd Thor Lovholt SF 54 http://www.iccf.com/EventCrossTable.aspx?id=39326 14.5 39.5 0
12|Three Nations 2014 40 http://www.iccf.com/event?id=43880 325 7.5 0
14|10th European Team Championsip 80 https://www.iccf.com/event?id=44255 235 36.5 20
26 |Three Nations 2015 40 http://www.iccf.com/event?id=53207 0.5 0.5 39

These game rumble on with a number of players on target for Norms in the Euro Championships. Coming up we have the
next Olympiad and Thor Lovholt events and we look forward entering much more competitive teams!

http://www.welshccf.org.uk/ 14
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Post Bag

As always a summary of some of the questions I have been asked recently......

Q. How are ratings calculated?

A. Go to the ICCF website for a detailed explanation but in very simple terms......You
rating and that of your opponent are compared and from this an expected win% is cal-
culated. The actual result is then used to calculate the change to your rating. These
changes are then added together when each new rating list is generated. To add to this
how much each result effects your rating is modified based on the number of games you
have played—the fewer games, the higher the change as a rating “finds its level”

So for example—if two 1900 rated players played a game the expected result would be
50% (a draw) so if this was the actual result there would be no change to the ratings. If
there were a win then (assuming both players had played more than 30 games) it
would be worth around +/- 10 rating points

If you wish to discuss your own rating calculation get in touch with me at

leanthinker@hotmail.co.uk

Norm Watch
Senior International Master Welsh Correspondence Chess Expert
Austin Lockwood (9) Ian Jones (2)
John Claridge (11) Helen Sherwood(2)

Peter Varley (1)

International Master

President’s List (15 Required)

iﬁ:ﬁ o Lo};klw EOd ((?)) 14 Arthur Wilding, Bill Flew, Phillip Dean
ony balshaw 9 11 Aytac Yuce, David Guy, Helen Sherwood
John Claridge (11)

10 Adam Davies, Gareth Yeo, Margaret Bar-
on

8 Alexander Sherwood, Dale Cannon, Fred
Clough , Nicholas Evans

7 Andrew Robertshaw, Vaughan Thomas

5 or Less 24 Other Players

Ladies International Master
Helen Sherwood (12)

Welsh Correspondence Chess Master
Russell Sherwood (3)
Peter Varley (1)

http://www.welshccf.org.uk/ 15



Dragon's Fire

The Newsletter of the Welsh Correspondence Chess Federation

TRIOS

Welsh Trios are a great introduction to Correspondence Chess. As a reminder, all Welsh players are invited to play
2 Trios per year , Free of Charge. They are a great way to build towards your provisional rating

Results

1.David Roberts 7.Dale Cannon 13.0ngoing
2.Russell Sherwood 8.David T Guy 14.0ngoing
3.Phillip Dean 9.0ngoing

4.Aytac Yuce 10. Micheal Richards

5.Helen Sherwood 11.0ngoing

6.Malcom Chugg 12.0ngoing

How many songs can you think of that are Chess related? So far I
have found 13. Can you do better?

M E ET T H E President: Peter Bevan
Secretary: Austin Lockwood
Treasurer: Russell Sherwood

International Secretary: Russell Sherwood

Committee: Peter Bevan, Austin Lockwood, Russell Sherwood, Ian Jones, Mark Adams, Marc Wakeham

http://www.welshccf.org.uk/ 16
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Match
REsults

Our ratings prediction
for this event was
19.5/80, which we have

EU/TC10/sf1, 10th European Team Championship - Semifinal 1

already achieved, de- 1 e Russia 2475 2.5[25|z2|2|2|[2|2 |25 4|5 |20.5/58] 5 3 so|30| 1
spite having had to re- 2 |l Czech Republic 2417 [2.5 1| 3 [3.5]2.5| 2 | 2 [3.5]2.5]2.5| 25 |52] 2 0 ag|32| 2
place two players. 3w Poland 2406 [3.5[ 1 2.5| 2 [2.s|1s] 2 [ 2 | 2 [a.5[24.5]55] 5 2 24[36] 3
4 == Latvia 2432 | 3 | 3 |25 4115|231 |o.5| 2 [22.5|50] 0 1 45(35| 4
5 il Wales 2243 [ 2 [2.5] 2 | 2 1.5|11.5[ 2 | 2 |1.5| 4 | 22 |40}-11 1 ss|2s| s
Great results for individ- & ™ Germany 2433 | 2 |3.5|2.5/1.5|3.5 0.5[2.5| 0 [1.5|3.5| 21 |sg| & 0 36|44 &
uals but also indicative 7 & Slovenia 2362 [ 2 | 2 [1.5] 3 [3.5]0.5 212511 |2 20 |55| 4 0 36(44( 7
of the development 8 = Finland 2388 [2 2|2 |24 [t.5]1 1.5| 1 |2.5|19.5|43|-6 1 4s5(35| 8
work we still need to 9 EHitaly 2390 [1.5[2.5| 2| 1 | 2 [ 0 |2.5/2.5|2.5] 1 |19.5|50]| O 0 39|41| 5
undertake to be truly 10~ England 2361 | 1 [2.5| 2 |2.5[2.5[1.5] 1 | 2 [1.5 3 [19.5|52| 2 0 37|43| 10
competitive at this level 1153 Norway 2316 |1 [1.5]1.5/ 2 [ 4 [1.5] 2 |2.5] 2 | 1 19 |38)-11 1 49(31] 11
MT-Levholt2/sf1, 2nd Thor Levholt Team Tournament Semi-Final 1
1 M Belarus 2203 3|la|z]|3]|3]4lss|es|s| 34 |e2|14 14 54| 0] 1 | We were unable to avoid a
fj 00 2taly 2232 | 2 2.5/2.5|3.5|2.5]3.5]4.5]3.5]a.5] 32 |s2]10 15 “| 2] 2 | wooden spoon in this event—
s msaTaaa s Wi e e Choveh this wes unsurprising
S UlFrance 2180 | 3 [2.5] 3 3.5 3.5 23] 3]s |285]s2] 3 10 salo]| s considering the ratings differ-
6 d=Finland 2217 | 3 [2.5] 3 [2.5]2. 52 5]2.5] 4 | 4 |26.5]49]-1 € ss|0| e | STCC
7' Miforcugal 2130 ]2 [292.9 3 | 4 3.3 8 v el (Bl 2 B 4 “1 %1 7 | This has been excellent experi-
8 mmRussia 2118 [1.5(1.5] 2 |3.5] 3 |3.5]| & 2.5| 4 |25.5|48(-2 9 S3| 1| 8 . .
R Por e (P i R g g g i gt e - —F—— ence and with recent results in
tomvse st fro s Teal {121+ o s faftes] the Tr-Nations Xlook forvard

to a much more competitive
Welsh Team in the next iteration of this event!
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ICCF Congress 2015

A reminder that the annual ICCF Congress will be held in Cardiff from 16th - 22nd August 2015. This will be
the first time Congress has been held in Wales, and follows Krakow, Poland (2013) and Sydney, Australia
(2014).

ICCF Delegates and officials from around the world will descend on the Mercure Holland House Hotel and Spa

on Newport Road for the week, where there will be several meetings and events.

https://congress2015.welshecef.org.uk/

WCCF would like to get as many Welsh players involved as possible - this is your Congress, so please do come

along and see what's going on.

The schedule of events is here:

https://congress2015.welsheef.org.uk/article.aspx?article id=4

The opening party will be on Sunday 16th August at Tiger Tiger in Cardiff; this is a WCCF event and all Welsh
players are warmly invited to attend. You will get the chance to meet some top CC Grand Masters, perhaps
even World Champions, as well as several senior ICCF officials. Tickets are free to Welsh players and include a
complementary cocktail on entry and one free drinks voucher, but are they limited, so please let Austin Lock-
wood know if you intend to attend as soon as possible.

The opening ceremony will take place on the morning of Monday 177th August from 09:30 to 10:30, this will be
a formal affair with speeches by Ken Skates AM, Deputy Minister for Culture Sport and Tourism; Peter Bevan,
WCCF President; and Eric Ruch, ICCF President. Entertainment will be provided by a harp, baritone and so-

prano trio.

Welsh national titles (see elsewhere in this issue) will be presented at the opening ceremony of Congress by
Ken Skates AM. If you are receiving a national title, please do come along to receive it in person; there is plen-
ty of seating in the room, so feel free to bring your families, friends and their cameras. (Please let us know if
you do intend to attend the opening ceremony, so that we can make sure there is enough tea and coffee to go
around at the interval!).

The rest of the morning will be taken up with international ICCF title award presentations with a least one
Welsh Award!

\"
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S b e
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The opening ceremony, and all meetings of Congress (except the Executive Board and Management Committee
meetings) are open to observers, and a seating area will be provided.
For those who prefer to play chess, rather than just talk about it, there will be two events you can enter:

On the evening of Wednesday 19th August there will be a friendly blitz tournament at the Mercure Holland
House Hotel; please contact Austin if you're interested in playing in this tournament.

On the evening of Thursday 20th August there will be a chess match between ICCF players and Welsh Chess
Union players at the Norwegian Church in Cardiff Bay; Mark Adams is organising the Welsh team for this event,
please contact him directly if you'd like to play at chess@mark-adams-home.com

On a more practical note, we're interesting in hearing from anyone who is willing and able to volunteer some

time meeting and driving delegates to and from Cardiff Airport.

Correspondence Chess becomes much more interesting, not only when you get to meet fellow players from
around the world in person, but also when you can see how decisions are made (and what your delegate is vot-
ing for!), and you have the opportunity to meet senior officials, including the President and members of the Ex-
ecutive Board. ICCF is an open and democratic organisation - Please do come along for at least one of the above
events and give your support to WCCF.

Austin Lockwood

WCCF Secretary

ICCF Services Director
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ICCF Congress Proposals £

As part of the ICCF Congress a number of proposals are made each year to change the rules of the ICCF.

This year there are 39 (!) proposals. A number of these are attempts to deal with long standing issues so
its worth reviewing on this basis alone!

Please take the time to have a look through these at : (You will need to log on with you ICCF details)

https://congress2015.welsheef.org.uk/icef/proposals.aspx

I wont’ attempt to go through them in detail but if you have any which you have a strong view on please
let us know so we can take this into account when we decide how to vote.

WCCF Changes

A number of changes within the WCCEF since the last edition:

o David Owen Vaughan has decided to step down as President of the WCCF. We wish
David well in his future endeavours and thank him for his work for the WCCF over the
last three years!

e Peter Bevan is the new President of the WCCF. Good Luck in the role!

e Marc Wakeham has now joined the WCCF Executive Committee as a representative of the National
Correspondence Chess Club

o The Executive Committee is now made up of:

Peter Bevan, Austin Lockwood, Russell Sherwood, Ian Jones, Mark Adams, Marc Wakeham

http://www.welshccf.org.uk/ 20
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British Webserver Team Championship.

The third edition of this event got underway on the 15th of June .

Team Name Hoerd 1 Boward 2 Board ) Bowd &
Mark Noble O Yionen 210753{5M |2NG [andrew Deamiey | Sitd [ENG lan Pheby
Gino fig Micha sl Millstone 2439)| | 210703 [sam i . T |wisiAustan Loc
o |Scheming Mand A | 200230 an O3 ) lesus Feyes M 2119%4 G |George Hollands ENG Dawn Willkam 2174
= A Kings D Bvans Alan Rawlings 5 {Les Ellis ENG lan Mason 2159
“ [ecca Griffins |ENG [David Coyne GlGraham Patrick nron ENG,Colin Glan 2025
BOCA Knighes WS |Russell Sharwood John Brasier Kinson WS Helan Sha 2143
Sussex Servers ENG |lame=s Marnson Tim Spanton aul Batchelor ENG David Fryer 2043
3 1 2187
leNG : N Brian Hermot_ Ta13671]  |En|Dave Milton_ s
Scheoung M B MDD |bog Aexandre Duchard! 2215] | 21211%] (VG [Anthany Waller 112597 ENGGsrish Gray
.. |Social CCA "A" SIM JENG| | ENG|Rod Ewan 2243 | 2134244 Robar: P {212613 ENG;Norman Stracey
. ENG [Joe Premross ENG|Grabam Oliver 1991 | 21399 >| [aziayy POL L Robert RO2anski
" |Natcor A ENG |Mary Doars ENG|P Ron C. 212288 ENG Anthony Thistlewocd
Harts & Minds 3| SIM | ENG [Keath Kitson . Steue L (210842 ENGAsthur Roed ]2
Civll Seevice A | 218010 JENG |Pheilip Sacber NG [Kesth Hyde Z107| | 620503 SCOiwilf Taylor
| 2037
- + ' '
Schamung Mind C | 230501 ajcs Farka o 3 [Arthuy Dawhlen 1588 [2113481

Endgamers | 620635 Raymond Burndge 21220 1908| | 210427

210415

fice B Neville Twitchall 1317} j211792
21125 Mare Sooley ENG|Derek Lambert 211242 ENG 16571 1810078 WLS Mare Wiakebam 150
o stegises | B10173 Mark Slupski ENG|Ban Wood 1870 | 212104 ENG |Antony Copsay 1366| | 211643 ENG David £ 1766
BOCCA Sovee 22175 Gary Maguire SCOFoin Campledl 2193| | 514948 USA [alex Reita 212451 ENG Colin Cheek 13, 2
Y Gwellch N 810183 WiS{Adam Davies 1300/ | B30T WLS :Glymn Sinoett 810221 WLS Andr Gibt 2027
| | 0] | N I - ] w771
Sotial CCA B ‘;';1';:'! G |GeofTray Rasser EN wtor Ptk | 17R5| | 211543 mr..n.\-.g Rithardsor
BOCA Tactics 210218 ENG [Peter Tiboert Stephen Woodbouse 1730| | 211571 T ENGLIOhn Masr
eleh Irregudars I 3 "I:L‘. Margaret Baron David Guy I 1701 ;-;'.Gl.ixi.‘ WLE.EM Flaw n D
2 |White Rose C LENG [Pl Backett rinn 1300 | 212094 ENG {Frank Holt ENG 81l Ward
~ |BCCA Cavaliers USA [William Limberg Kasth Dudondy 1691 | 211734} E Alan Tannar nn Dunn

Andrew Tho

ENG GlAbwyn O'Hars

ENG |

ENG Andraw Allport

G {Simon Palle!

Hipwe

A great opportunity the Welsh players taking part both take on strong international talent but also pro-
gress through the divisions! Good Look to all taking part but in particular to the Welsh Irregulars in Di-
vision 4 and Y Gweilch NiMo in Division 3. Personally I am looking forward to an interesting time in Di-
vision 1 Board 1!!
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Counties and Districts Correspondence Chess Championship
(C&DCCC)

1st Div  https://www.iccf.com/event?id=45571 2nd Div https://www.iccf.com/event?id=48110

3rd Div https://www.iccf.com/event?id=48111

Welsh Counties went unrepresented for a number of years. Ian Jones started to reverse this trend by raising a
West Wales Team. We would like to continue this trend by entering more Welsh Team here—ideally aligned to the
Welsh Chess Zones of Dyfed, East Glamorgan and Gwent but more general groupings could be considered based
on numbers. Teams are made up on 8 players but each player only plays two games in total so the load is not too
heavy. Ratings go from 1600 to 2400 so there is something for everyone.

If you are interesting in taking part in one of the new teams please get in touch by August 31st at leanthink-
er@hotmail.co.uk—Indicating which team you would like to be considered for! (Those in the West Wales team
should continue to contact Ian Jones.)

A few of you have asked me about other opportunities to play Cor-

I ”\’ aJ I i t respondence Chess.

Beyond ICCF events you should look closely at the offerings of our
I 5 ’ I -{J —| constituent members. Each of these give a different experience in
J  terms of CC play. I wont attempt to describe these as you will get a

better idea looking each one yourself!

El C | British Correspondence Chess Association
C \ m http://www.bcca.info/

SchemingMind.com

http://www.schemingmind.com/
National Correspondence ‘& . |
Chess Club i

http://www.natcor.org.uk/
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Improving your game!

For my “day Job” I work in the field of Continuous Improvement. A methodology we
sometime utilise is call “Small Improvement Opportunities” . The aim of this process
is to regularly identify small improvements to a process and make them! These
small improvements soon start to add up to real, quantifiable improvements in per-
formance.

I pondered if this method could be utilised in Chess and the good news is that it can.

So how do we use this? In simple terms sit down and in the next 5 minutes write down as many ways as
possible you could improve your game. This can be to do with your actual game, Recording, Administra-
tion, time control......

The next phase is to actually make these improvements. Once we have done this we repeat the process
again and again.

This method has proven to work in a number of areas so why not give it a go?

A Small Improvement in Practice........

An excellent way I have found to motivate myself is to record my Top 10 Wins, Draws and Losses. This
works as you tend to remember the lessons that come from these results and it also shows how well you
can play—which is important when you have underperformed!

http://www.welshccf.org.uk/ 23
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I'm a great believer that all players can improve and have read a number of
B U 0 K books over the years on this front. Of course reading books will not generate
— n v l Ew improvement but practice and putting new ideas into play can and do gen-
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erate improvement. Over the next few Dragon’s Fire I will review a number
IEGORT ~awm of what I consider the better texts.
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This book is the missing manual for Chessbase and is indis-
pensable if you play correspondence chess at its highest lev-
els. Whilst no ground-breaking methods are shown it give an
excellent set of instructions on how to operate all the func-
tions at a reasonable level.

For me an absolute must if you utilise the software. If you
don’t then it would balance chairs and tables well!

Well That’s about if for this edition. The next one is planned for around the date of the
September 2015. If you have anything to submit please aim to do so before the end of
August
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