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Welcome to Dragon’s Fire 

As I write this the final preparations are  taking place 

for the ICCF Congress, taking part in Cardiff between 

the 17th and 21st of August 2015.  Huge amounts of 

work have taken place (especially by Austin) to plan 

and prepare for this prestigious Event.   

 

If you are around why not drop in? It’s a great chance to see  the inner 

workings of the ICCF on show and put “some faces to names”!  

We are privileged to have 3 former World Champions attending Congress 

so it would be worth the visit! 

Details are at  https://congress2015.welshccf.org.uk/ 

There are quite a few details to cover in this edition so enjoy a good read! 

 

Thank-you to all those who 

have signed up to the 

“Friendlies Team”: 

Russell Sherwood, Ian Jones, Helen Sherwood, Gareth Yeo, Adam Davies, 

Dale Canon, David Guy, Alex Sherwood, Vaughan Thomas, Bill Flew, 

Marc Wakeham, Arthur Wilding, Malcom Chugg, Phillip Dean, Aytac 

Yuce, Margaret Baron—it makes it great knowing that we have a backbone 

of a team readily available! 

I have a number of Friendly matches in preparation for next season and 

hope to add to this list during Congress! 
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Helen Sherwood, British Ladies Champion 2014-2015 

https://www.iccf.com/event?id=48188 

Games are still in play but Helen has been crowned at British Ladies Champion. 

Here is one of the games……. 

Sherwood,Helen (1957) - Craven,Dr. Valerie (2022) 

GB/LC2014/5 (ENG) ICCF, 15.10.2014 

[B80: Sicilian Scheveningen: 6 g3 and 6 Be3, including English Attack] 

1.e4 c5 2.Nf3 d6 3.d4 cxd4 4.Nxd4 Nf6 5.Nc3 a6 6.Be3 e6 7.f3 b5 8.Qd2 Nbd7 9.g4 h6 10.0–0–

0 b4 11.Nce2 Qc7 12.h4 d5 13.g5 hxg5 14.exd5 Nxd5 15.Bxg5 N7f6 16.Nf4 Bd6 17.Nxd5 Nxd5 

18.Bd3N I wanted to avoid Kb1 and move the game into virgin territory! 

 [18.Kb1 Rb8 (18...Bb7 19.Qe1 Be7 20.Bh3 Bxg5 21.hxg5 Nf4 22.g6 0–0–0 23.gxf7 Qxf7 24.Qxb4 Nxh3 

25.Qc5+ Kb8 26.Rxh3 Qd7 27.Rxh8 Rxh8 28.Qe5+ Ka8 29.Kc1 Rc8 30.Rd3 Qa4 31.Kb1 Rh8 32.b3 Qa3 

33.Rd1 Radjabov,T (2717)-Sasikiran,K (2680) Bilbao 2014 CBM 163 [Havasi,G] 1–0 (42)) 19.Qe1 Kf8 

20.Bh3 Bd7 21.Qe4 Be5 22.Rhe1 Bxd4 23.Qxd4 Rc8 24.Ka1 Qc5 25.Qe4 Re8 26.Rg1 a5 27.Qg4 a4 28.Bf4 

Nxf4 29.Qxf4 e5 30.Qg3 Bxh3 31.Qxh3 a3 32.Qg4 g6 Hevia Alejano, C (2493)-Gomez Garrido,C (2527) Bo-

gota 2014 0–1 (39)] 

18...Bb7 19.Be4 Rc8 20.Kb1 Be5 21.Rhe1 Kf8? I was expecting 21...0-0 here and was surprised by this 

move which does not “feel right”, losing the ability to castle and keeping the g8 rook out of the game. 

22.f4± Threatening to win material 

22...Bd6?? [further deteriorates the position] 

[2...Bxd4 23.Qxd4 f5 is a better] 

23.f5+– b3 24.fxe6 Bb4 25.Qf2 bxa2+ [25...Bxe1 26.Rxe1 (26.Qxe1?! f6 27.Bd2 Qe5 28.axb3 Qxe4 

29.Qxe4 Nc3+ 30.bxc3 Bxe4=) 26...bxa2+ 27.Ka1+–] 

26.Ka1 Bxe1 27.Rxe1 f6 [27...Re8 does not help 28.Bg6 f6 29.e7+ Rxe7 30.Ne6+ Rxe6 31.Rxe6+–] 

28.Bxd5 Bxd5 29.Bxf6! Mating attack 

29...Kg8 [29...gxf6 30.Qxf6+ Mate attack] 

30.e7 Bf7 31.Bxg7! [31...Rh5 [31...Kxg7 32.Rg1+ Mate attack; …31...-- 32.Bxh8 Wins material] 

32.Rg1 1-0 [32.Rg1 Qxe7 33.Bf6+ Kf8 34.Bxe7+ Kxe7 35.Re1+ Kf8 36.Ne6+ Ke7 37.Ng5+ Kd6 38.Qb6+ 

Kd7 39.Nxf7 Rh6 40.Ne5+ Ke7 41.Ng6+ Kf7 42.Re7+ Kg8 43.Qe6#] 

In an outstanding year Helen has also achieved a LIM Norm in the Ladies World Championship Semi-Final 

  and is well on the way to completing the required 2nd norm for the Title, sadly not early  

  enough for the Cardiff Congress! 
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 Mug Shots   A recent feature of the ICCF server is to allow players to upload an 

Photo  

Mine can be seen at https://www.iccf.com/player?id=810161  

I encourage you to upload yours as well.  To make it more interesting ICCF are 

running a competition at  https://www.iccf.com/message?message=750 

So why not give it a go? It has already been interesting “seeing” some of you for 

the first time!   

 

Welsh Title Awards 
 
During this year’s AGM it was decided to create a number of WCCF 
Titles and we are now in a position to announce the First recipients: 
 
 
 
Welsh Correspondence Chess Master 
 
Austin Lockwood 
Anthony Balshaw 
John Claridge 
 
Welsh Correspondence Chess Expert 
 
Austin Lockwood 
Anthony Balshaw 
John Claridge 
Mark Adams 
Phillip Dean 
David Owen Vaughan 
John L Williams 
Russell Sherwood 
Glyn Sinnett 
 
 
Welsh Correspondence Chess President’s List 
 
Malcom Chugg 
Ian Jones 
Russell Sherwood 
Marc Wakeham 
 
Congratulations to All. Certificates will be made available in the next few weeks.  Norms for these titles will be 
show in the “Norms” section of Dragon’s Fire and, in the near future, on the website. 

https://www.iccf.com/player?id=810161
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Friendly 
Matches 
 
Our largest Friendly to date has a kicked off on the 28th of May 

 
 
 
 
 
 
Despite a slow start we are still 
well on out way to beating our 
“expected score” of 16.7. 
 
Well Done to John Claridge on 
scoring our first win! 
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Early Days yet but good progress towards out expected score of 25/56. Well Done 
to Gareth Yeo and Colin Denham on scoring wins already!  I know lots of our 
games go well here so looking good! 
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A really treat of a Friendly Match this one! Our opponents are fielding a number of 
OTB players , including 3 GM’s and am IM.!! 
 
An excellent set of results for us, we have already beaten our expected score of 
16.4/44! 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

For those players who do not play our in our Friendlies—remember they Free and are great fun to play in! 
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Our expected score in this event is 15/52—so we are well on the way to beat-
ing this—also when I look at the open games I see quite a few more points 
coming our way! Well Done to Bill Flew, Marc Wakeham , Gareth Yeo and 
Arthur Wilding on recording wins! 
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A close event, we have already smashed out expected 13.5/44. 
 
Well Done to Gareth Yeo, David Guy, Phillip Dean, Alexander Sherwood, Vaughan 
Thomas and Arthur Wilding on recording wins! 
 
A really close end beckons but I expect us to edge this! 
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Plenty still to play for—our Target of 21.5/50 still looks possible, although 
now a stretch! 
 
Well Done to Helen Sherwood, Dale Cannon and Alex Sherwood in record-
ing Wins! 
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Our pre-event target of 15/40 has been reached and this event looks to go 
down to the last game! 
 
Well Done to David Guy , Alex Sherwood, Dale Cannon, Adam Davies and 
Vaughan Thomas on recording wins! 
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Our ratings expectation for this event was 21/48 which we 
have already beaten!! 
 
A great result for us! 
 
Well Done to Helen Sherwood, Gareth Yeo, Adam Davies, 
Dale Cannon, David Guy, Ian Jones, Alexander Sherwood, Bill 
Flew, Arthur Wilding and Vaughan Thomas on recording 
wins! 
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Our Ratings expectation for this event was 12/42—which we will 
probably just exceed on current performance—Well Done to Adam 
Davies, Helen Sherwood and Russell herwood on recording a wins 
in this tough event! 
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Well done to Paul Meara, Gareth Yeo, Adam Davies and Bill Flew on 
recording wins. By rating we were expected to score 10/28—so this tar-
get was met. 
 
This match was a rematch following a draw in 2013. I will be looking 
for a re-match to the rematch later this year! 
 
 
 

 
The Venezuelans are a highly active Friendly Match playing nation and one who I am sure we will con-
tinue to lock horns with on a regular basis! 
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Friendly Matches—Summary 
 
 
 
 
 

 
So 
we 

now sit having played 20 Friendly matches since October 2012—making us (for our size) one of most ac-
tive Friendly playing nations.  At the moment I am planning a number of new events for next season.    
 
 

International Matches—Summary 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
These game rumble on with a number of players on target for Norms in the Euro Championships. Coming up we have the 
next Olympiad and Thor Lovholt events and we look forward entering much more competitive teams! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Start Boards Weblink For Against Open

3 Wales Peru Oct-12 13 http://www.iccf.com/EventCrossTable.aspx?id=31327 15.5 10.5 0

4 Wales Sweden Nov-12 9 http://www.iccf.com/EventCrossTable.aspx?id=32242 3.5 14.5 0

5 Wales Netherlands Apr-13 19 http://www.iccf.com/EventCrossTable.aspx?id=36206 16.5 21.5 0

6 Wales Spain Jun-13 15 http://www.iccf.com/EventCrossTable.aspx?id=37811 11.5 18.5 0

7 Wales Venuzuela Aug-13 6 http://www.iccf.com/EventCrossTable.aspx?id=39352 6 6 0

8 Wales Latvia Sep-13 10 http://www.iccf.com/EventCrossTable.aspx?id=39577 6 14 0

9 Wales USA Dec-13 21 http://www.iccf.com/EventCrossTable.aspx?id=40945 20 22 0

11 Wales Ireland May-14 5 http://www.iccf.com/event?id=43701 4 6 0

15 Wales Venuzuela Aug-14 14 http://www.iccf.com/EventCrossTable.aspx?id=45168 10 17 1

16 Wales Poland Nov-14 21 https://www.iccf.com/event?id=48874 10 24 8

17 Wales NSW Jan-15 24 https://www.iccf.com/event?id=49791 26.5 17.5 4

18 Wales Scotland Jan-15 20 https://www.iccf.com/event?id=49879 15 17 8

19 Wales Germany Jan-15 25 https://www.iccf.com/event?id=50105 16 27 7

20 Wales Scheming Mind Feb-15 22 https://www.iccf.com/event?id=50274 19 16 9

21 Wales Finland Feb-15 26 https://www.iccf.com/event?id=50523 11.5 25.5 15

22 Wales India Apr-15 22 https://www.iccf.com/event?id=52532 16.5 7.5 20

24 Wales Czech Rep May-15 28 https://www.iccf.com/event?id=52981 3.5 6.5 46

25 Wales France May-15 30 https://www.iccf.com/event?id=53173 4.5 14.5 41

10 ROE Germany Mar-14 7 http://www.iccf.com/event?id=42350 5.5 8.5 0

23 ROE Italy Mar-14 3 https://www.iccf.com/event?id=51661 2 2 2

Start Boards Weblink For Against Open

1 54 http://www.iccf.com/EventCrossTable.aspx?id=32204 24.5 29.5 0

2 54 http://www.iccf.com/EventCrossTable.aspx?id=39326 14.5 39.5 0

12 40 http://www.iccf.com/event?id=43880 32.5 7.5 0

14 10th European Team Championsip 80 https://www.iccf.com/event?id=44255 23.5 36.5 20

26 40 http://www.iccf.com/event?id=53207 0.5 0.5 39

2nd Thor Lovholt SF

Olympiad 20 Preminaries

Three Nations 2014

Three Nations 2015
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Post Bag 

As always a summary of some of the questions I have been asked recently…… 

Q. How are ratings calculated?  

A. Go to the ICCF website for a detailed explanation but in very simple terms…...You 

rating and that of your opponent are compared and from this an expected win% is cal-

culated. The actual result is then used to calculate the change to your rating. These 

changes are then added together when each new rating list is generated. To add to this 

how much each result effects your rating is modified based on the number of games you 

have played—the fewer games, the higher the change as a rating “finds its level” 

So for example—if  two 1900 rated players  played a game the expected result would be 

50% (a draw) so if this was the actual result there would be no change to  the ratings.  If 

there were a win then (assuming both players had played more than 30 games)  it 

would be worth around +/- 10 rating points 

If you wish to discuss your own rating calculation get in touch with me at         

leanthinker@hotmail.co.uk 

 

 

Norm Watch 

 

Senior International Master 

Austin Lockwood (9) 

John Claridge (11) 

 

International Master 

Austin Lockwood (9) 

Anthony Balshaw (19) 

John Claridge (11) 

 

Ladies International Master 

Helen Sherwood (12) 

 

Welsh Correspondence Chess Master 

Russell Sherwood (3) 

Peter Varley (1) 

 

 

Welsh Correspondence Chess Expert 

Ian Jones (2) 

Helen Sherwood(2) 

Peter Varley (1) 

 

President’s List (15 Required) 

14 Arthur Wilding, Bill Flew, Phillip Dean  

11 Aytac Yuce, David Guy, Helen Sherwood  

10 Adam Davies, Gareth Yeo, Margaret Bar-

on  

8 Alexander Sherwood, Dale Cannon, Fred 

Clough , Nicholas Evans 

7 Andrew Robertshaw, Vaughan Thomas  

5 or Less  24 Other Players  
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TRIOS 

Welsh Trios are a great introduction to Correspondence Chess. As a reminder, all Welsh players are invited to play 

2 Trios per year , Free of Charge. They are a great way to build towards your provisional rating 

Results 

1.David Roberts    7.Dale Cannon   13.Ongoing 

2.Russell Sherwood    8.David T Guy   14.Ongoing 

3.Phillip Dean     9.Ongoing 

4.Aytac Yuce     10. Micheal Richards       

5.Helen Sherwood    11.Ongoing 

6.Malcom Chugg    12.Ongoing 

How many songs can you think of that are Chess related?  So far I 

have found 13. Can you do better? 

 

President: Peter Bevan 

Secretary: Austin Lockwood 

Treasurer: Russell Sherwood 

             International Secretary: Russell Sherwood 

 

Committee: Peter Bevan, Austin Lockwood, Russell Sherwood, Ian Jones, Mark Adams, Marc Wakeham 
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Our ratings prediction 

for this event was 

19.5/80, which we have 

already achieved, de-

spite having had to re-

place two players. 

 

Great results for individ-

uals but also indicative 

of the development 

work we still need to 

undertake to be truly 

competitive  at this level 

 

 

 

We were unable to avoid a 

wooden spoon in this  event—

although this was unsurprising 

considering the ratings differ-

ence. 

This has been excellent experi-

ence and with recent results in 

the Tri-Nations  I look forward 

to a much more competitive 

Welsh Team in the next iteration of this event! 
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ICCF Congress 2015 

A reminder that the annual ICCF Congress will be held in Cardiff from 16th - 22nd August 2015.  This will be 

the first time Congress has been held in Wales, and follows Krakow, Poland (2013) and Sydney, Australia 

(2014). 

ICCF Delegates and officials from around the world will descend on the Mercure Holland House Hotel and Spa 

on Newport Road for the week, where there will be several meetings and events. 

https://congress2015.welshccf.org.uk/ 

WCCF would like to get as many Welsh players involved as possible - this is your Congress, so please do come 

along and see what's going on. 

The schedule of events is here: 

https://congress2015.welshccf.org.uk/article.aspx?article_id=4 

The opening party will be on Sunday 16th August at Tiger Tiger in Cardiff; this is a WCCF event and all Welsh 

players are warmly invited to attend.  You will get the chance to meet some top CC Grand Masters, perhaps 

even World Champions, as well as several senior ICCF officials.  Tickets are free to Welsh players and include a 

complementary cocktail on entry and one free drinks voucher, but are they limited, so please let Austin Lock-

wood know if you intend to attend as soon as possible. 

The opening ceremony will take place on the morning of Monday 17th August from 09:30 to 10:30, this will be 

a formal affair with speeches by Ken Skates AM, Deputy Minister for Culture Sport and Tourism; Peter Bevan, 

WCCF President; and Eric Ruch, ICCF President. Entertainment will be provided by a harp, baritone and so-

prano trio. 

Welsh national titles (see elsewhere in this issue) will be presented at the opening ceremony of Congress by 

Ken Skates AM.  If you are receiving a national title, please do come along to receive it in person; there is plen-

ty of seating in the room, so feel free to bring your families, friends and their cameras.  (Please let us know if 

you do intend to attend the opening ceremony, so that we can make sure there is enough tea and coffee to go 

around at the interval!). 

The rest of the morning will be taken up with international ICCF title award presentations with a least one 

Welsh Award!  

https://congress2015.welshccf.org.uk/
https://congress2015.welshccf.org.uk/article.aspx?article_id=4
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The opening ceremony, and all meetings of Congress (except the Executive Board and Management Committee  

meetings) are open to observers, and a seating area will be provided. 

For those who prefer to play chess, rather than just talk about it, there will be two events you can enter: 

On the evening of Wednesday 19th August there will be a friendly blitz tournament at the Mercure Holland 

House Hotel; please contact Austin if you're interested in playing in this tournament. 

 

On the evening of Thursday 20th August there will be a chess match between ICCF players and Welsh Chess 

Union players at the Norwegian Church in Cardiff Bay; Mark Adams is organising the Welsh team for this event, 

please contact him directly if you'd like to play at chess@mark-adams-home.com  

 

On a more practical note, we're interesting in hearing from anyone who is willing and able to volunteer some 

time meeting and driving delegates to and from Cardiff Airport. 

Correspondence Chess becomes much more interesting, not only when you get to meet fellow players from 

around the world in person, but also when you can see how decisions are made (and what your delegate is vot-

ing for!), and you have the opportunity to meet senior officials, including the President and members of the Ex-

ecutive Board.  ICCF is an open and democratic organisation - Please do come along for at least one of the above 

events and give your support to WCCF. 

         Austin Lockwood 

         WCCF Secretary 

         ICCF Services Director 
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ICCF Congress Proposals 
 As part of the ICCF Congress a number of proposals are made  each year to change the rules of the ICCF.  

This year there are 39 (!) proposals.  A number of these are attempts to deal with long standing issues so 

its worth reviewing on this basis alone! 

 

Please take the time to have a look through these at : (You will need to log on with you ICCF details) 

https://congress2015.welshccf.org.uk/iccf/proposals.aspx 

 

I wont’ attempt to go through them in detail but if you have any which you have a strong view on please 

let us know so we can take this into account when we decide how to vote.  

 

 

WCCF Changes 

A number of changes within the WCCF since the last edition: 

 David Owen Vaughan has decided to step down as President of the WCCF. We wish 

David well in his future endeavours and thank him for his work for the WCCF over the 

last three years! 

 Peter Bevan is the new President of the WCCF.  Good Luck in the role! 

 Marc Wakeham has now joined the WCCF Executive Committee as a representative of the National 

Correspondence Chess Club  

 The Executive Committee is now made up of: 

 Peter Bevan, Austin Lockwood, Russell Sherwood, Ian Jones, Mark Adams, Marc Wakeham 
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British Webserver Team Championship.  

The third edition of this event got underway on the 15th of June . 

A great opportunity the Welsh players taking part both take on strong international talent but also pro-

gress through the divisions! Good Look to all taking part but in particular to  the Welsh Irregulars in Di-

vision 4 and Y Gweilch NiMo in Division 3. Personally I am looking forward to an interesting time in Di-

vision 1 Board 1!! 
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Counties and Districts Correspondence Chess Championship 

(C&DCCC) 

1st Div     https://www.iccf.com/event?id=45571  2nd   Div https://www.iccf.com/event?id=48110 

3rd Div   https://www.iccf.com/event?id=48111 

Welsh Counties went unrepresented for a number of years.  Ian Jones started to reverse this trend by raising a 

West Wales Team. We would like to continue this trend by entering more Welsh Team here—ideally aligned to the 

Welsh Chess Zones of Dyfed, East Glamorgan and Gwent but more general groupings could be considered based 

on numbers.  Teams are made up on 8 players but each player only plays two games in total  so the load is not too 

heavy.  Ratings go from 1600 to 2400 so there is something for everyone. 

If you are interesting in taking part in one of the new teams please get in touch by August 31st at leanthink-

er@hotmail.co.uk—Indicating which team you would like to be considered for!  (Those in the West Wales team 

should continue to contact Ian Jones.) 

A few of you have asked me about other opportunities to play Cor-

respondence Chess.  

Beyond ICCF events you should look closely at the offerings of our 

constituent members. Each of these give a different experience in 

terms of CC play. I wont attempt to describe these as you will get a 

better idea looking each one yourself!   

British Correspondence Chess Association    

http://www.bcca.info/ 

 

SchemingMind.com 

http://www.schemingmind.com/ 

 

 

http://www.natcor.org.uk/ 
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Improving your game! 

 

For my “day Job” I work in the field of Continuous Improvement. A methodology we 

sometime utilise is call “Small Improvement Opportunities” . The aim of this process 

is to regularly identify small improvements to a process  and make them! These 

small improvements soon start to add up to real, quantifiable improvements in per-

formance.  

I pondered if this method could be utilised in Chess and the good news is that it can.  

So how do we use this?  In simple terms sit down and in the next 5 minutes write down as many ways as 

possible you could improve your game. This can be to do with your actual game, Recording, Administra-

tion, time control…… 

The next phase is to actually make these improvements. Once we have done this we repeat the process 

again and again. 

This method has proven to work in a number of areas so why not give it a go? 

 

 

 

 

 

A Small Improvement in Practice…….. 

An excellent way  I have found to motivate myself is to record my Top 10 Wins, Draws and Losses.  This  

works as you tend to remember the lessons that come from these results and it also shows how well you 

can play—which is important when you have underperformed! 
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I’m a great believer that all players can improve and have read a number of 

books over the years on this front. Of course reading books will not generate 

improvement but practice and putting new ideas into play can and do gen-

erate improvement. Over the next few Dragon’s Fire I will review a number 

of what I consider the better texts. 

 

 

 

 

 

This book is the missing manual for Chessbase and is indis-

pensable if you play correspondence chess at its highest lev-

els. Whilst no ground-breaking methods are shown it give an 

excellent set of instructions on how to operate all the func-

tions at a reasonable level. 

 

 

For me an absolute must if you utilise the software. If you 

don’t then it would balance chairs and tables well! 

  

Well That’s about if for this edition. The next one is planned for around the date of the 

September 2015. If you have anything to submit please aim to do so before the end of 

August 


